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Cancer Board Patient and Carer Representative
This is an outline of what your role will involve. You will have the opportunity to discuss this in more detail with our team as part of your induction.
	Role Title

	Cancer Board Patient and Carer Representative

	Location

	In-person at The Christie – 2 hours in length 

	How often
	Any additional time commitment?

	4 meetings per year (every 3 months)
	Yes – time to review board papers, respond to emails and gather feedback from other patient and carer representatives by attending the programme and pathway board forum, approximately 2.5 extra hours per meeting.

	Tenure (length of commitment)
	Experience required

	Three years (with opportunity to reapply in future if desired) 
	Current member of a GM Cancer board meeting, and recent cancer experience (further experience listed on page 2)

	Supported by
	Expenses

	Communications and Engagement Lead (Pippa Harper) and PPIE Manager (Naomi Roussak)
Current Cancer Board Patient and Carer Representative (Steve Sweeney)
	Expenses such as mileage/parking/use of public transport will be reimbursed.



	Why we need your help

	The Greater Manchester Cancer Board aims to achieve world-class cancer outcomes and experience for the people of Greater Manchester by providing a robust mechanism for engaging with wider stakeholders, including patients/carers, the public and patient organisations.  

The Board has oversight of the delivery of the cancer elements of the NHS Long Term Plan and annual operational planning guidance, with the aim of reducing inequalities and variation. It brings together senior representatives from its constituent organisations, with representatives covering the whole patient pathway. The board members should be able to make decisions on behalf of their organisations and be able to contribute actively to leading delivery of the Cancer Alliance plan.

	What experiences or skills do you need?

	· Experience of cancer (either as a patient or carer) in the last 5 years
· Ability to provide objective input about the needs and perspectives of people affected by cancer and to represent perspectives beyond your own, and of the diverse range of individuals treated
· Ability to communicate your ideas to a wide range of people including senior healthcare professionals in the most appropriate way
· Experience of speaking in large groups and presenting the views of other patients/representatives to senior stakeholders
· Ability to reach out and engage with people affected by cancer (via existing forums,
community groups etc)
· Willingness to familiarise yourself with relevant clinical/medical language and abbreviations, with support from staff and relevant documents e.g. jargon buster/glossary 
· Ability to constructively and respectfully challenge professionals, where necessary
· Ability to listen to and respect different perspectives, display empathy, and be open to other points of view
· Ability to understand and evaluate a range of information and evidence (including project dashboards, performance data and other formats) to support different approaches to service delivery/evaluation (with support from the PPIE team)
· Ability to self-assess and be aware of personal emotive topics, and to speak objectively when doing so
· An awareness of and commitment to equality and diversity
· The desire to work collaboratively and respectfully with others to improve cancer services across Greater Manchester. 
· Understand the need for confidentiality

	What we need you to do

	· Attend and actively participate in Cancer Board meetings, or let us know if you will be unable to attend
· Review the meeting papers, which will be provided to you a minimum of 1-week before the meeting 
· Engage with other Patient and Carer Representatives sitting on a range of other Programme and Pathway Boards and within the Cancer Voices Community, relaying information covered in the Cancer Board in an understandable format 
· Champion the diverse views of patients 
· Provide some challenge as a critical friend into the meetings, advising the group on the patient/carer perspective

	Support in your role

	· You will have the opportunity to shadow a Cancer Board meeting prior to applying for this role to understand how the Board operates and who you can expect to see in attendance
· You will be supported by members of the PPIE and wider GM Cancer Alliance team in this role along with the current Patient and Carer Representative who sits on Cancer Board
· You will have the opportunity to review papers in advance and discuss these with the team, including any queries or questions for discussion
· There is an opportunity for further training and development to support you within the role which can be discussed with the PPIE and wider Cancer Alliance team
· You will be introduced to the Cancer Alliance’s Annual Work Programmes 
· You are able to claim out of pocket expenses such as travel to Cancer Board as part of this role. The PPIE team can provide further information. 
· We welcome conversations and suggestions regarding any other reasonable adjustments that may support you to work with us. 


	Additional information

	As a Cancer Alliance, we are committed to working with the public and people affected by cancer that represent our diverse Greater Manchester population. We encourage applications from diverse backgrounds and appointment will be made on merit. 

We welcome conversations and suggestions regarding reasonable adjustments that may support you to work with us. 

The most recent Terms of Reference of the Greater Manchester Cancer Board are available by clicking here.



Confidentiality
Being a part of our Patient and Carer Voices Community means that you may be exposed to confidential information, personal or clinical, through meetings and papers distributed. It is imperative that you do not communicate any confidential information, or personal information that people have shared, external to the group setting. If you are unclear on what information you are not able to share outside of the meeting, please speak to a member of the team in the first instance. 
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