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Including 
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set 

Patient 
information 
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primary care 

Clinical triage Further 
diagnostic tests 
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Outpatient clinic  
Inform patient; 

Outpatient clinic &  
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assessment;  
Patient 
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support 
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Patient 
informed: 
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Local Diagnostic Centre                       Specialist Centre 

Best Practice Timed Pathway for 
Sarcoma 

Day 0 Day 0 to 3 Day 1-7 Day 8- 14 Day 15-62 

This pathway incorporates both NICE and Greater Manchester Pathway Board agreed criteria for direct referral;   Soft Tissue: MRI,   Bone: Oswestry 

Soft Tissue Sarcoma 
Inclusion Criteria: 
 
Any lump or swelling > 
5cm which is: 
• Deep 
• Painful 
• Increasing in Size 
• Has an ultrasound 

scan / MRI  
suspicious of 
sarcoma 

Bone Sarcoma 
Inclusion Criteria:  
 
X-ray suggests the 
possibility of bone 
sarcoma 
 
AND / OR 
 
Unexplained bone 
swelling or pain in a 
Child / Young Person ( <   
25 years) 

GM Cancer Criteria 

Management plan 
Created  
confirmed at 
GMOSMDT 

NICE criteria: https://cks.nice.org.uk/bone-and-soft-tissue-sarcoma-recognition-and-referral#!scenarioRecommendation:1  

If suspected 
sarcoma: Refer / 
CaRP to 
specialist centre 
as per GM 
Sarcoma Referral 
Pathway 

Day 1-7 
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